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CHAPTER
The Nominee

The huge convention hail still rang
with the thunders of applause and most
of the delegates wart on their feet shout-
ing or raearhats when Harley
slipped desk and made his way
quietly to the little side door leading
from the stage It was all over now
but the noise after a long and des-

perate fight a young lawyer
with little more than a local reputation
had by his party for the

of the United States and
Harley alert eager and fond of dra-

matic effects intenflad to be tho first
rho should tell him the surprising tat

He paused a moment with his hand on
the door and looking out upon the hall
with its multitude of hot excited
ran Quickly over the of

or four peo
sat hour after hour

waiting for the result and now the re-

sult had come The rival parties had
entered their conventions full of doubt
and apprehension There was a sin-
gular dearth of great men the old ones
were all dead or disabled and the new
rnes had not appeared the nation was
conscious too of a new feeling and all
were bound to recognize it the sense
of dependency upon the Old World in
certain matters which applied to the
mental state rather than anything ma-
terial was almost gone the Democracy
bad grown more democratic and the re-

public was more republican within the
itself the West was taking a
prominence and the East did

cot begrudge it It was felt by every-
body in either party that lu would b
wiser to nominate a Western mat and
the first Having so the second
PT must followed good
fxariipl-

Moreover fcotn conventions lied nomi
rat l dark horses but the second
nmr was the darker of the two
James Madison Grayson affectionately
caTi Jimmy Grayson by his neighbors

1 admirers was quite young without
gray hair in his head tall pewer
K built smoothshaven and with hon
Be that gazed straight into yours
m s known as a brave man with tine

rfal powers and a winning per
Palu but he had conIC to the con
tn merely as delegate and with

t thought of securing the noml
himself Not a single vote

ad bffn instructed for him but in that
fay ri opportunity AH the conspicuous
oajdlilatos wero weak good men In them
s solid political objection could
b raised against every one of them and
for 1 while the voting was scattered and
c sult ry Then Grayson began to at
trart attention a a delegate he had
spok a two or three times always briefly
tut with grace and to the point and the
jvfpje were glad both to see him and
to hear him

At last a farsighted old man from
h same State knew that tho mo-

lafnt had como when the convention
fagffc ring about In the dark could be led

along any road that seemed the
path of He mentioned the name
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f iruvson putting it forward mildly as
sareestion that he would withdraw at

h first oppOSitIOn but his very mild
ifss niirded off attack Received rather
shty at tirst the suggestion soon

if tjSf strong appeal to the delegates
Xofclnsr vould be urged against Grayson
If iras qqite young it was true but

j h was needed to make a great cam
raffn the odds were heavily in favor
if tLr other party Nor were there lack

those who expecting defeat said
a man could bear it better

jJun n old one and a beating now
5 train him for victory four years

Gra 5on himself was surprised when
i f the report nor could he ever

convinced that he would be nomi
he regarded the whole thing as

absurd r few votes o more jnightbe-
ist fr him as was nt and decent

withdrew from the hall Alt those
vl rc names were before ihe convention
verr xnocted to remain at home or else
aero in the city and Jimmy Grayson

1 1 is wife stayed quietly in their rooms
i hotel

v H rlrv had believed this evening that
I nomination of Grayson was at hand
K nva an intuitive sense sort Of pre

rltlon that the battalions were cbslig f r the final conflict and he did
th result He had just returned

K n a war on other side of the
13 where lie had been present as the

rrf pondent of a great New York
on many battteaeWs and he often

Bt this strained breathless feeling
thp moment had come just before

l rimbat was Joined Now this con
L n haIl was none the less a hattie

3 though the weapons were ballots
I b illets and Harley believed in his
I ion At midnight the flood tide

pi in bearing Grayson on its crest
K when they saw that he was
It everybody flocked to him making

th nomination unanimous by a risin-
gt

Harley now stood a momentat the door
list ning to the cheers as they swelled
again then ho stepped out and ran
swiftly flown the street A fat policeman
taking him for a fleeing pickpocket
shouted to him to stop but he flitted by
arid was gone

It was only two or three blocks to the
liOtel where Mr Grayson sat quietly in
his room and Harley was running

but in the minute or two that elapsed
much passed through his mind After
his long stay abroad he had returned
with a renewed sense not alone of the
power and might of his own country
but also of its goodness it was here

nd here alone that all careers were

SCHOOLS OF WASHINGTON

Kansas City Minister Commends the
Object Lesson Teaching Practiced

From the Kassas CIty Journal

The Public Schools in Washington
the subject of Charles

Talk on Politics before his
sermon at All Sbtris Church He said in
patt

Of all the municipalities in America it
Is in the public school system of the
national Capital City that the new educa-
tional method has been best ex BipilneJ-

In the Washington schools the practice
cf life is rut before all theories of living
There the old sedentary habits and text

are largely abandoned Th
runes mind h led from the known to the
unknown frot i things near at hand to
things remote Under the superintend
rncy of W B Powell there was inaugu
rated sonie tars ago a pedagogically
scientific system of object lessons and
teacJiUiC outofdoors For the smallest
hildren there are genuine kindergartens

actual growing outdoor
which they can work as well as play and
gain a firsthand knowledge of the living
world The older child begins his study
ft geography by making an excursion

commanding place from which can
view the topography of his homo
arid Its environments he is then prepared
to return to scljOipr rooin she with
tba afd of rel fmaps not the flat majfe
of textWoks1 can enlarge
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T3pcn to all nowhere else In the world
could a relatively obscure young lawyer
have been put forward and peacefully
too for the headship of 90000000 people

was this thought that thrilled him
and It was why he wished to be tho first
who should tell the young lawyer of It
He had made the acquaintance of Jim
my Grayson tho day before the two
had talked for a while about public ques-
tions and each had felt that it was the
beginning of a friendship so he had no
hesitation now in making himself an un
announced herald

He ran into the hotel darted up the
stairway Jlnxmy Graysons rooms were
on the first knocked at the
door of the nominee A light shone front
tho transom and he beard a quick
strong step approaching Then the door
was thrown open by Mr Grayson him-
self and Mrs Grayson who stood In
tie center of the room looked with In
quiry at correspondent

Why Mr Harley Im glad to se
you said Mr Grayson with welcom-
ing tone in his voice Come In but I
warn you that you can not Interview IPO
any further Im not worth it Ive told
you all I know

Harley said nothing but stepped Into
the room closing the door behind him
He saw that they yet knew nothing
there had been no messenger no tele
phone call and the news was his to tell
He bowed to Mrs Grayson and then he
felt a moment of embarrassment but his
long experience and natural poise came
quickly to his aid

I do want to interview you Mr
Grayson he said quietly and It Is
upon a subjectto which we did not al
lude in our former talk

Mr Grayson glanced at his wife and
her look replying to his Indicated the
same puzzling state Both knew that the
chief correspondent of one of the great-
est journals In the would not leave
a Presidential convention in the hour of
birth to secure an irrelevant interview

If I can s rve you Mr Harley I
shall he glad to do so said Jimmy Gray
son somewhat dryly I really do

see how I can
I am quite sure that you can said

Harley with emphasis
Ho listened a moment but he did not

hear any step In the hall nor the jingling-
of any telephone bell Both Mr and Mrs

waited expectantly curious to
what be had In mind

If you were to be nominated for the
Presidency I should like to tell tho
Gazette what your programme would be

that is what of a campaign you
would conduct saM Harley

Mr Grayson laughed and glanced again
at his wife

It is a wise rule for a man in public
life new to answer hypothetical ques
tions of that I am sure Mr Harley
he said-

I am sure of it too said Harley
Jimmy Grayson bit his Up It seemed-

to him that the correspondent would
make a jest awl the hour was unfitting

I shall answer your question when I
am nominated ho said

THen you will answer it now said
Harley

A sudden flush passed over Mr Gray
sons face and left it white Mrs Gray
son trembled and glanced again at her
husband still in a puzzled state

Your meaning Is not clear Mr Har-
ley he said

It should be When I left the
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vent Ion hell two minutes ago had
just made the nomination unanimous I
wished to be the first to tell the news
and I have had my wish

The eyes of the nominee looked
straight into those of Harley but the
correspondent did not flinch It was
obvious that he was telling the truth

The notifying committee will be here
in few minutes he said Ah I hear
their step on the stair now
The tread of men walking quickly and

the sound of voices raised in
came ta the room The powerful ftgure
of Jimmy Grayson trembled slightly
then grew rigid

I did not dream of it he said as if
to himself nor have I now sought to
take it from others

Nor have you done so said Harley
tioidly because it belonged to no

Mrs Grayson stepped forward aa
if in fear that her taibnd
about to be taken from her

at that moment the volume of
the voices and the trampling

and paused at her door Then
the crowd poured into the room and
hailed the victor

Harley slipped to one side and no one
in the committee knew that the nominee
had been notified already but the

never ceased to watch Jimmy
Grayson He saw how the nature of
man rose to the great responsibility that
had been put upon him how Ho nerved
himself for his mighty task He oWed
among them all cool dignified and
ready Harley was proud this was
one of hte countrymen and when his last
dispatch was tiled that night he wired
to his editor in New York Please send
me on the campaign with Grayson I
thfnk it Is going to be a great one And
back came the answer Stay with him
until it is all over election night

The eyes of Harley like those of so
many of his countrymen had always
been turned eastward To him New York
was the ultimate expression of America
and beyond the great city lay the influ-
ence of Europe of that Old World to
which belonged the most of art and litera-
ture The books that he read were writ
ten chiefly by Europeans and the re
mainder by the men of New England and
New York He had never put It into
so many words even mentally but he had

definite impression that the great world
of affairs was composed of central und
western Europe and a halfdozen North-
ern coast states of the American Union
beyond this center of light lay a shadow
land growing dasker as the distance from
the central rays increased Inhabited by

his horizon He studies botany In the
fields and blolqgy in the great zoological
garden of the Capital He II taken to
the National Museum to form his notions
of the business of transportation from the
models of ships and locomotives that he
finds thorn or to investigate the evolu
tion of the timepiece The Corcoran Art
Gallery the Congressional Library and
the halls of the Capitol all yield him their
various lessons But it is not to be in
ferred that the new method depends for
Us validity upon the extraordinary re
sources of the National Capital At the
LewisChamplln school in Chicago Miss
Kate Kellogg has devised a curriculum
that IB perhaps even truer to the new

There reading writing and
arithmetic have been come at through an
Investigation by the children of the proc-
esses of city building city protection
and public sanitation What vivid mathe-
matics and natural philosophy in a fire
engine house What chance for rascally
contractors will there be when all the
children are figuring tin the payingvWhat
rest for torpid manufacturers when ten

arolds begin to pelj and parse feel-
ingly on smokernulsance

Good Cause
From Illustrated

Stern Parent From my observations of
him last night I come tQ the conclusion
that that young man of yours was rather
wild

Daughter Of It was you that
made Mm wild He wanted you to go
upstairs and lee us xione
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people worthy no doubt but merely
forming a chorus for those who had tho
speaking parts

The course of Harleys life confirmed
him In this opinion which perhaps was
due more to literature than to anything
else With his eyes fixed on New York
the desire to go there followed and when
he succeeded early and became the cor
respondent of a great journal ho was
soon Immersed in the affairs of that
world which seemed the world of notion
to hlmand being so much occupied thus
he forgot the regions which apparently
lay In the shadow Including the greater
portion of his own country

Hence the two great Presidential con
ventions In each of which Western In
fluences were paramount and in each of
which a Western man was chosen
created upon him a new and surprising
impression He found himself In the
presence of unexpected forces he be-

came aware that there was another way
of looking at things and this power-
ful sensation wa deepened by the per
sonality of Mr Orayson in whom he saw
Intuitively that there was something
fresh original and strong ho seemed less
hackneyed and more joyous than tho types
that ho found In the old States of the
Union or the Old World arid because
of this the interest of Harley whose
mind had a singularly keen and Inquir-
ing quality was aroused the regions that
apparently lay In the shadow might have
enough light after all and seeing before
him a campaign not less exciting than n
war ho resolved to stay In It until the
last battle was fought

He took out the telegram from his editor
and read it over again with keen antis
faction Out of one war and into

he murmured The conventions
had been held early It was now only the
first week In June and the election would
he in the first week of November before
him lay five months of stress and perhaps
storm but he thought of it only wi
pleasure

Harley always traveled light carry-
ing only two valises and an hour sufficed
for his packing Then like tho old cam-
paigner that he was lie slept soundly
and early the next morning went again
to the hotel at which the Graysons were
staying He felt a little limitation In
sending up a card so soon knowing what
swarms of people Mr Grayson had been
compelled to receive and how badly he
must stand in need of rest but there
was no help font

While he sat in the huge lobby wait
ins the return of the boy the hum of
many voices about him rose almost to a
roar varied by the rustling of many
newspapers The place was tilled with
men talking over the thrilling events of
the night before the nomination and the
nominee while every newspaper bore upon
Its front jmge a great picture of the
new candidate

The boy came back with a message
that Mr Grayaon would see him and
Harley a minute later was knocking at
the door which the candidate himself
opened This man who was his own
usher was the nominee of a great party
he might become the President of the
United States of ninety million people
of what was In nearly every material
sense the first power in the world and
yet Harley when in Europe seeking in-

formation from the youngest and least
attache of a legation had been com-
piled to go through an intlnlte amount
of form and flummery The contrast was
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Come in saul Mr GraY

and Harley at once acted upon
the invitation Mrs Grayson at the
same moment came from the inner room
quiet and selfcontained and Harley
bowed with respect-

I dare say there Is nothing you wish
to ask me which a lady should sot hear
said Mr Grayson with a slight smile

Mrs Grayson is my chief political ad-
viser

It is no secret replied also
smiling MI have merely come to tell you
that the Gazette my paper has instruct-
ed me to keep watch over you from now
until election night and to describe
once and at great length for its readers
every one ef your wicked deeds So I am
here to tell you that I wish to ga along
with you Yeu are public property you
know and you cant escape

I know that said Jimmy Grayson
heartily and I do not seek to escape
I amglftd the representative of the Ga-
zette is to be you I do not know what
course your paper will but I am
sure that sve shall be friends

The Genetic is independent its editor
te likely to attack you for some things
and praise you for others But I am

to tell the news
Then we are comrades for a long

said Jimmy Grayscn
Thus It was settled simply and easily

by the two who were most concerned and
Harley throughout the little interview
was struck by the difference between this
man and many other famous men with
whom in the course of business he had held
journalistic dealings Here was a lack
of conventionality and an even stronger
note of simplicity and freshness The
candidate with hIs new honors stiI
held himself as one of the people it
never occurred to him that he might as-
sume a pose and the public would ac
cept it he was democracy personified
and was such because he was uncon
scions of it His perfect freedom of man
ner which Harley had not liked at first
now became more attractive

We leave at 11 oclock for my home
Mr and there to

morrow morning I have some prepara-
tions tc make but I shall begin the cam-
paign a day or two later-

I intend to go with to your town
said Harley You know the compact I
cannot let you out of my sight

Mrs Grayson a grave quiet woman
spoke for the first time

You shall come not merely as
a sentinel but as one of our little party
if you will on one condition she sail

What Is

TRUST IN DAFFODILS-

Six Wealthy Men Control the Stock
of Exclusive Bulbs

Fran the Garden Magaafee

Because of their bright colors and In-

finite variety of form the daffodils
irresistibly to the lover of hardy

spring flowers True their colors are
grouped within a very narrow range of
yellow and yellowish white with a very
few pure white and some of the early
nQW kinds hive wholly red trumpets
such as Red Star There are a host
of species and hundreds of varieties and
the various sections have been hybridized
and crossed one with another tilt only
the connoisseur can successfully thread
his way through the maze of modern
Introductions-

In this country are several amateurs
who possess fine collections but I do not
know of arty one who has bulbs worth
over 5 each and from this price down to
6 cents each hundreds of distinct arid
beautiful varieties maybe selected Some
English amateurs have bulbs which they
value at 250 each

A close club of six wealthy daffodil
lovers has been formed tb
new seeding of special merit which has
net yet got Into commerce When one of
the band of six dies his bulbs of the
exclusive daffodils are to bo distributed
among the remaining members of this
monopolistic club Under this compact
it is not unusual for of the mem
hers to p y it for the entire stock
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On condition that you come to our
house and take dinner with us tomor
rowHarley gave her a graterui look He
felt that the candidates wife approved
of him and he liked the approval of
those who evidently knew how to think
And it would be far pieasanter to travel
with Jimmy Grayson as a friend than as
one suspected

I am honored Mrs Grayaon he
said and I shall be happy to come

Then he left them and when he passed
into the hall he saw that tho burden of
greatness was being thrust already upon
the Grayson family as callers of various
typOs and with various requests were
seeking their rooms But he hurried
back to his own hotel and as It was some
distance away he took the street car
There he was confronted by long rows
of newspapers which hid the faces of
man and whenever a front page was
turned toward him the open countenance
of Mr Grayson looked out at him with
smiling eyes Everybody was reading
the account of the convention and now
and then they discussed It they spoke
of tho candidate familiarly he was

Jimmy Grayson to did
they call him Mr Grayson but there was
no disrespect or dIsesteem in their use of
the diminutive Jimmy They merely
regarded him as one of themselves and
their position in the matter differed In
no wise from that of M rayson It
was a matter of course with both To
Harley fresh froiJl other lands it seemed
in tho first breath singular and yet In
tho second he liked it the easy give
andtake promoted the smoothness of
life and men might assume false values
but they were not able to keep them
His thoughts returned for a moment to
the least little attacne wnote manner
was more Important than that of a
Presidential nominee

Harley with his two valises was at
the station somewhat ahead of time as
he wished to see Mr and Mrs Grayson
arrive curious to know In what sort of
state or lack of It they would come

Mr Graysons intention of going at
once to his home was not published in
the press and there was only the

crowd at the station some coming
some leaving but all bearing upon their
faces the marks of haste and impatience-
As the people hurried to and fro the
sound of many tongues arose There
was nearly every accent of Europe but
the American rose over and enveloped
all Many writers from other made
seeking only the bod had pronounced-
the Babel coarse vulgar and sordid but
fancy seeking the good saw in It men

land women tolling to better their condi-
tion In the world and that fact he knew
was not bad

Through the station windows he saw
the tall bulldln floor on floor and
there was a rng of car bells that never
ceased In the fresh morning air It was
inspiriting and Hariey felt himself a
part of crowd lIe was no hermit
Life and activity and the spectacle of
people fillet with hope always pleased
himAn ordinary cab arrived and Mr and
Mrs Grayson alighting from it bought
their tickets at the window Just like any-
body else cad then sought Inconspicuous
seats in the corner of the waitngroom
as their train would not be ready for five
minutes In the hastening crowd they
were not noticed at fleet but even in
the dusk of the corner the smoothly
shaven face and massive features of Mr
Grayson were soon noticed His picture
had been staring at them all from the
front page of the newspapers and here
was the reality too like to be overlooked
There was a sudden delay In the crowd
the two streams one flowing outward
and other Inward wavered then
stopped and began to stare at the can-
didate not Intrusively but with a kindly
curiosity that it considered legitimate
Harley had quleiiy Joined the Graysons
and they gave Mm a sincere welcome
The people unfamiliar with his face began-
to speculate audibly on his Identity

The crowd In the station reenforced
from thickened and Mr
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and Mrs Grayson miNer the gnus oT
many eyes became uneasy and shy Har-
ley who had been made a member of
their party found himself sharing this
awkward feeling and he was glad to
hear the announcement that the train
was ready

The three abreast moved toward the
gate and the crowd opened a way just
wide enough down which they marched
still under the human battery of a

eyes To Harley although little of
this gaze was meant for him the sensa-
tion was indescribable It was some-
thing to be an object of so much curi-
osity but the thrill was more than offset
by the weight that it put upon ones ease
of manner

He saw many of the was a
curious manifestation reach out and touch
the candidates sleeve lightly as lie
pasted But Grayson If he knew it
took bo notice and marched straight
ahead all expression discharged from his
face saw that this was the dis-

guise eminent public men must assvtne
upon occasions and he was willing that
they should the task

When the great iron gate leading to
his train was closed behind him Harley
felt a mighty sense of relief It seemed
to him thtt he had run a gantlet not
much infer or to that through which the
Indians mar the captive backwoodsmen
and the darkred walls of the car rose

him a fortress of safety-
It was ai ordinary Pullman and Mr

and Mrs had not secured the
drawingrovm but the usual berths like
Harleys and he joined them in

He felt now a certain pleasure In
the situation The pressure of circum-
stances was making him in a sense and
for the time being a member of their
family He was glad that the other cor-
respondents would wait to join the can
didate at his home as it gave him a
greater chance to establish those personal
relations needful on a long campaign
that must be made together

The whistle blew the train moved and
they passed through mileS of city and
then through suburbs growing thinner
until they melted away into the clean
green prairie and Harley opening the
window was glad to breathe the unvexed
air that came across a thousand miles of
the Vest lIe leaned back In his seat and
luxuriously watched the quietly rolling
country tender with the breath of spring
as It spun past That mighty West of
which he had thought so little seamed to
reach out with its arms and invite him
imd he was glad to go

Presently he was aware of an unusual

some especially fine new daffodil and if
such stock consists of only one or two
bulbs they like It all the better

WilES MOTHER COMES
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In Ute attic omtwad
1 tar the stnwgest wkfcpcn-
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And melee I SIMM a witeks
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movement of people down tho aisles of
the car accompanied by n certain slow-
ing of the pace when they passed the
seats In which the Graysons and he sat
They were coming from the other cars
too and now and then the aisle would
choke up a little but in a moment the
shifting figures would it and the
endless procession of faces moved on

Tho Graysons following Harleys exam-
ple were gazing out of the window at
the cheerful country but the correspond-
ent know that Mr Grayson was fully
conscious of this human stream and that
he himself was the cause of it Yet he
lost none of his good temper oven when
some venturing further asked If he were
not the nominee adding that it was a
pride to them to meet him and speak to
him In fact the change from silence to
conversation was a relief to Mr Grayson
varying the monotony of that fixed gaze
to which he had been subjected so long
and it was now that Harley saw him In
amost favorable guise His consciousness
of a great talent did not Interfere with a
perfect democracy It did not cause him
to assume an air that said to these peo-

ple I am better than you keep your
distance but he gave tho impression of
ability solely through his simplicity of
manner ant the ease with which he
adapted himself to the caliber of the

who spoke to him
Thus the train swung westward hour

after hour and tho procession through
the this car never ceased The manner of
the candidate did not change however
weary he may have grown he was al-

ways affable but not gushing and Har-
ley watching keenly judged that the Im-

pression he made was always favorable
He strove too to interpret this manner

read the mind behind it Was Mr
Grayson really great or merely a man of
ready speech and pleasing address Har-
ley was willing to admit that the latter
were qualities in themselves not far from
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great but on the main contention he re-

served his judgment He was still divided-
In his opinions sometimes approving the
complete Democracy of the candidate find
sometimes condemning He had been
born in the South In a border State and
he grew up there amid ninny of the forms
anJ formalities of the old school and the
associations of youth are not easily lost
Nor had a subsequent residence in the
East brushed them away This world of
the West was still in many respects new
to him

He ate luncheon in the dining car with
the Graysons and he noticed the bub-
bling joy of the black walter who served
them and who showed two rows of white
teeth in a perpetual smile Harley appre
elated him so much that he doubled his
tip as they were still watched by
many eyes In the dining ear he felt a
certain nervousness in handling his kidfe
and fork as if the penalty of greatness
even by association were too heavy for
him Once his eyes caught those of Mrs
Grayson ami a whimsical smile
passed over her face a smile so infec-
tious despite Its faintness that Harley
was compelled to reply in like fashion It
told hint that she understood his con
straint and that she too felt It but
Harley dotibted whether it was in like de-
gree as he believed that in the main
women are better nit d than men to en-

dure such ordeals Mr Grayson himself
apparently took no notice

Harley returned to their car with the
Graysons but in the afternoon he de-

tached himself somewhat and came in
touch with the fluctuating crowd that
passed down the was always a
part of his duty as well as his inclina-
tion to know the thoughts and feel
ings of outsiders because it was out-
siders who made the world and it was
from them that the insiders came

Harley found here that the chief mo-

tive as yet was tty the campaign
had not entered upon Its sharp and posi-
tive state and tho personality of Mr
Grayson and of his opponent still

to be denned clearly
The train sped westward through the

granary of the world cutting in an al-

most direct line across the mighty val-
ley of the Mississippi and they were
still hundreds of miles away from the
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In gotogr West both par-
es Had gone very far West and the

two candidates not only lived beyond the
Minotodlppi hot beyond the Missouri as
well

The prairies were in their tenderest
green antI the grass heist lightly
before a genUe west wind In a sky of
sltky blue little clouds floated and trailed
off here and there Into patches of white
like drifting snow lid Harley uncon-
sciously fell to watching them and won-
dering where they went

The mm a huge red bail sank in the
prairie twilight feM the ordeal of the
dining car was repeated and not long
afterward Harley sought his bed in the
swaing berth The next morning they
were in the home town and Chen were a
hand and a reception committee and
Harley slipped quietly away o his hotel
being reminded first by the Grayaons that
h lo take dinner with them

Ho spent most of the day wanderU g
about the town gathering hitherto

facts about the early life of Mr
Jamas Grayaon which in the afternoon
he eastward Then he pre-
pared for dinner but here he was con
fronted by a serious problem should
so far West wear evenfng clothes or not
But lie decided at hist in the affirma-
tive feeling that It would be the safe
course and hiding the formality of his
raiment under a light overcoat he went
tenth into the street Five minutes walk
took him to the house of Mr Graysqn
which stood In the outskirts a red brick
structure two stories in height plaIn
and comfortable with a wellshaded lawn
about IL It was now quite dark but
lights shone from several windows and
Harley without hesitation rang the lieU

CHAPTER II
The Maid

Harleys ring was not answered at once
hut as ltd stood on the step he glanced
back at the city which in the dark
showed only the formless bulk of houses

iand the cold electric lights here and
there Then he heard a light step and
the was thrown open He handed
his card to the maid merely saying Mr
and Mrs Grayson and waited to be
shown into the parlor But the girl Whose
face he could not see as the hall was
dimly lighted held it In her hand looking
first at the name and then at him Har-
ley feeling a slight impatience stepped
inside and said

I assure you that I am the real owner
of It that Is of the name on the earfl

CHINAS GREAT EMPRESS

Looks Not Over Forty and Pos-

sesses Elegant Culture
Prom UM Worlds Work

The Chinese Empress is n trifle
the average height of European ladles
yet so perfect are her proportions and so
graceful her carriage that she seems to
need nothing to add to her majesty Her
features are vivacious and pleasing rather
than beautiful Her complexion is not
yellow but subolive and her face is
illuminated by orbs of jet half hidden by
dark lashes behind which lurk the smile
of favor or the lightning of her anger
No one would tithe her to be more than
fOrtj years old

She carries a tablet on which
during a conversation she jots memo-
randa Her pencil Is the support of her
scepter With It she sends out her auto-
graph commands and with it she

those pictured characters which
are worn as the proudest decorations of
her ministers I have spen them in gold
frames In the halt of a viceroy

The elegance of her culture excites sin-
cere admiration in a country where
women ire illiterate nnd the breadth of
her understanding te such as to take in
the ditfnlls ofjtgovernmerit She chooses
hqr agents with wise judgment and shifts
tliein from pillar to post so that they

npt forget their dependence on har
will Without a in her own coun
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What proof have you she asked
calmly

Harley hadUheard reqcnily many phases
of the servantgirl question and this de-

velopment of it amused him She must
be one of those Ignorant and stubborn

Swede or a German
Suppose you take the proof for grant-

ed and risk It he said Mr and Mrs
Grayson can quickly decide for you and
tell you whether I am right

They have gone out for a little walk
she said still standing in the way and
so many strange people are coming here
now that I dont know whether to show
you in or not Maybe you are a re-

porter
Well and what thenV
Or worse are a photogra-

pher
If I am you can see that I have no

camera
Top might have little one hidden un

your overcoat
It Is night and cameras are used In

the sunshine
We have electric lights

Harley began to feel provoked There
were Hmitato perverseness or should be

I am expected to dinner by Mr and
Mrs Grayson ho said Will you kindly
cease to keep me waiting and show me
In I shall not of the furni-
ture

The maid was annoyingly calm
Mr and Irs Grayson have not yet re

turned from a little walk which they were
afraid to undertake until It grew dark
she said But I think Ill risk it and
show you In if you will hold up your hand
and swear that you havent a camera
hidden under your overcoat

Harleys sense of humor came to his aid
and he held np his hand-

I do solemnly swear he said
He tried to see the face of this maid

who showed a perversity that was un
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equaled in an experience by no means
limited but she stood in the duskiest part
of the dim hall and he failed He knew
merely that she was tall and slender anti
whan she turned to lead the way he heard
a faint sound like the light tinkle of a
suppressed laugh Harley started and
his face Hushed with anger He bad
encountered often those who tried to snub
him and usually he had been able to take
care of himself but to be laughed at by a
housemaid was a new thing in his experi-
ence and he was far from liking it

She indicated a small parlor with a
wave of her hand and said

You can go in there and wait You have
promised not to steal the furniture and
as the room contains only a piano a
table and some chairs all of which are
too big to be hidden under your

think that you will keep your promise
She sped lightly away leaving Jiarley

trembling so much with amazement and
anger that he forgot for at least two min-
utes to sit down When he took off his
overcoat he murmured Before Mr
Grayson thinks of ruling the United
States he should discipline his own

The house was auiel he heard no one
stirring anywhere The light from an
electric lamp In the street shone into the
parlor and by its rays ho saw Sir and
Mrs Gray eomtng up Then
the maid had told the truth about the

little walk and he was early
He leaned back in his chair and watched

the pair as they approached their own
house Evidently they had stolen these
few minutes in the dark to be alone with
each other and Harley sympathized with
them because it would be a long time
before the wife could claim again that
her husband was her own They entered-
a sidegate passed through the lawn
and minute later were welcoming liar
Icy

We did not expect to be gone so long
said Mrs Grayson but we see that you
have found the right place

Ob yes said Harley a maid showed
Then he added I am very glad

indeed to have been invited here but if
you want any more privacy I dont think
you should have asked me my kind will
soon be down upon you line a swarm of
locusts
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Mr Grayson laughed aad took a stack
of telegraph envelopes six inches thick
from a table

You are tight Mr Hurley ho said
They will be here tomorrow ready

the start There are more than
applications for space on our train an
all of them shall have I dont
that the boys and I shall quarrel

Mrs Grayson excused herself and pres-
ently they were summoned to dinner
Stepping out of R dusky hall into a bril-
liantly lighted room Harley was dazzled
for a moment but be found himself

when she introduced him to My
niece Miss Morgan of Idaho Then he
saw a tall slender girl with singularly
frank and open countenance and a hand
extended to him as familarly as if she
had known him all her life Harley al-

though he bad not expected the offer ef
the hand took it and gave it one little
shaker He felt an unaccountable embar-
nkssment He saw a faint twinkle in the
girls eye as if she found something
amusing in his appearance and he feared
that he had made a mistake in coming
in evening dress He flushed a little and
felt a slight resentment toward Mrs
Grxysen because she bad not told him of
this niece but he was relieved for the
moment by an introduction to the third
guest Mrs Boyle an elderly lady also
ar relative but more distantly so

Mrs Boyle merely bowed and at once
returned Harley to the custody of the
niece from Idaho of whom he felt some
fear her singular freedom of manner
and the faint twinkle that still lurked in
her eye putting him on edge Moreover
lie was assigned to a seat next to her
and as obviously he was expected to en-

tertain her his fear increased This girl
was not only Western but far Western
and in lila opinion thero was none so
wise who could tell what she would do
or say He repeated to himself tho word
Idaho and it sounded remote rough

antI wild
Uncle James tells me that you Ire a

correspondent the representative of the
NEv York Gazette she said

Yea
And that you are to go with him on

the campaign and write brilliant accounts
of the things that never happen

I am sure that Sir was not
your authority for such a statement
salt Harley with a smile although he
did not wholly relish her banter

Oh no Uncle James is a very polite
mah and ery considerate of the feelings-
of others

Then it Is a supposition of your own
Oh fto riot a supposition at all tho

try she is sometimes compared with
Catharine II of Russia She has
vantage In the decency of her private life

housecleaning in Land of Mikado
Marian BmuU to the HtaMkia

I never could regard housekeeping
seriously in Japan where the walls can
be put aside by one hand where there Is
no particular furniture to worry one and
where even the matting can be laid and
lifted without tacks or nails But the
Japanese housekeepers of my acquaint-
ance rather resented my light attitude
assuring me quite after the manner of

all over the world that it
Is all very hard and requires much Work
oh very much work indeed In order to
justify myself to one housekeeper I drew-
a comparison of her own difficulties and
those of an American woman but tho
American picture seemed to her so ter-
rible and she became so deeply sympa-

thetic tnat 1 had to stop short to Dave
her feelings

GODS COUNTRY
From the Saturday Pot

Sfafr c the song of the bit and spur
Tha song of the smiling plain

Blow mo the breeze from the mountain top
And scad me the Western ralnJ

Mine be the light of the Western
breath f the fir nd

swtth nd JW and love owne two
Like the taste rare old wine

Sa to Uie sons pf the iznopntaln stream
To the shrill of the coyotes cry
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New York newspapers sometimes reach
us even in

Harley did not respond to hor banter
thinking It premature as she
seen him before He could not forgjifc
the reserve and shyness natural tt hint
and he felt a sense of hostility Hp
glanced at her and saw a cheek mddlar
than the cheeks of American women
usually are and a chin with an
firm curve Her hair was dark brown
and whoa the electric lignt flashed ttpwT
her it seemed to be streaked with dni
gold But the chin held him with an
odd sort of fascination ana he strove to
read her character in It Bold and

he decided but too Western en-
tirely too far Western She needs civiliz-
ing ale was rather glad that he was
going away with Mr Grayson on the
morrow and would not see her again

I should think she said that
of a newspaper correspondent IB ex-

tremely Interesting You have all the
pleasures and none of the responsibili-
ties you go to war but you not tight
you enter great political campaigns but
you can not be defeated you are alira
with the victor and never with the van-
quished you are not bound by geograph-
ical limits nor by facts nor

Excuse me Miss Morgan interrupted
Harley with dignity In my profession
as in all others there are irreepjiiettla
persons but the great majority of ita
followers are conscientious and
trlous If you only knew how

That sounds as if it had been prepared
in advance she exclaimed 1 am aarre
that you have used It many times before

You must not mind Sylvia said MWL
Grayson smiling her grave quiet smite

She seldom means what she says or
says what she means

Aunt Anna exclaimed Miss Morgan
you are really too hard upon your he

loved niece I never before dined with
the staff correspondent of a great New
York newspaper and I am really seeklac
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Information rT w I wish to know If ht
his profession imagination is the most
valuable quality aa I have beard ft saiL

Do you wish to embroil me wHIt tile
press so early asked Mr Grayae
laughing-

I have heard great tales about Chen
and their daring she ted T am
not sure that even now be tea Mt a
camera concealed under his coat

Why Sylvia what a strange tWng t
say exclaimed Sirs Grayson

But HarleY started In his seat d
flushed a deep red Miss Morgan I
shall have to your pardon b

Mr and Mrs Grayson looked at them
in surprise

Here is that we do not w-

derstand said Mr Grayson
Why Uncle James there te aotbfesg

strange about what I have saJd con-
tinued Miss Morgan with the most lame
cent face I thought all of them ear-
ned cameras else how
the wonderful pictures

Harley felt inclined to tell the outlet
table his experience but on
thought he remained silent M tha slfrom Idaho began to he
was not willing that the advantage aIdremain wholly with her especially when
site was from the very far West So he
affected complete indifference aad whan
they asked him about his adventures In
the recent war on the other sMe of the
world he talked freely abe thaw
which he had never done before B ecansf
like most Americans he was a modest
man enduring in silence lectures on
the sin of boasting from others
boasted as they breathed Most of the
time he spoke apparently to Mr and
Mrs Grayson but he kept a aide lee
upon the girl from Idaho who had played
with him and humiliated hint

She became silent as if saul with
the flight of the arrows that had gene
already from her quiver and to
listen with an air of becoming respect
but Harley surprised once or twice the
lurking twinkle in her eye and he was
not sure that was wholly
Opposition and difficulties always
ed his resolve and he doubled his ef-

forts He spoke lightly of thektogde K

and republics whose fortunes had
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towed in a casual way and of
whom the heave of affairs had brought to
the surface for a space aad always he
kept that sidelook upon her These rela-
tions surely would impress

could she a child of the Idaho wifcfe

know of the great world And its very
mystery would heighten to her its eetec
ing and effect

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT SDXDAX

A QUEER SNAKE THIS

Transfer ItH Head from One End to
tIme Other at Intervals

From tile Boston Journal
Having on board one of the strangest

snakes of which there te any record la
any land which has the habit of

head every six months from one end
of Its body to the other the Hansa Line
steamer Trautenfels from and
Colombo docked at the Mystic shortly
before noon yesterday The reptile Is
about three feet in length apd naarbr
ten inches thick In portions of Its
body It has peculiar brownish color
and its bite is far more poisonous than
the rattler

Thesnake was caught In the mountains
of India and is being taken to York
to complete the collection of monstrosities
in one of the museums in that city At
the present time the bead is disappear-
ing from one end of its body and another
one is gradually being formed on the spot
where its tall formerly was

None of the officers of the Trautenfels
mom Capt Grohfcu uown was aWe to

any special name to the snake Every
on board tho steamer gave the

cage a wide berth whenever they passed-
it not from any possibility that the

might escape but from force of habit
There is no possibility of Its effecting an
escape for aside from any opportunity-
it evidently no inclination tn get-
away It occasionally shows signs of life
by running out its immense tongue bjat
it seldom moves It is said to bo par-
ticularly ferocious just after the semi-
annual headmoving is accomplished

In addition to the snake the Trautenfela
has 500 tigerfinches and 50 zamllla birds
birds peculiar to India which are ef
bright plumage and extremely small

Jfnturnlly Going that Way
From the Atlanta Constitution

Cuba is just naturally gravitating to
ward annexation

WALKS TO CHURCH AT 106

Remarkable Vitality of the Oldest
Woman In Pennsylvania

Frora the PiUabarg Dispatch

Mrs Elizabeth Moore Stalker of Wil
liamsburg Blair county Pa is the oldest
Presbyterian in the synod of Pennsyl-
vania and Is also believed to be the
oldest woman in tho State Her age Is
IK years Her record is absolutely re-

liable and is vouched for by bar vener-

able pastor for the past thirtyfive years
the Rev Dr Joseph C Kelly of Wil
liamsburg Mrs Stalker has three un-

married daughters at home ranging in
ago from seventy to seventyfive

With the aid of glasses Mrs Stalker
reads two or three chapters of the Bible
every day With the exception of her
hearing which is somewhat Impaired
has the use of all her faculties She en-

joys company dearly loves her friends
and impresses every one as a sweet hap
py Christian woman

In October 1900 the Presbytery of
Huntington met In Williamaburg and her
pastor presented her to the presbytery as
probably the oldest living Presbyterian
The presbytery rose to receive her and
ordered a minute of the event to be placed
upon the record When the weather Is
favorable and her health permits she still
goes to church Her lost appearance
there was on September 9
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